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INTRODUCTION TO THE SCORE

In 1995, UNESCO placed the Rice Terraces of the Philippine
Cordilleras in the List of World Heritage sites, describing the terraces
as “a living cultural landscape of unparalleled beauty.” This work was
inspired by a study of the Ifugao culture and tradition, in particular the
tunes and rhythms that accompany dances and rituals, and the ancient
collection of chants known as ‘Hudhud.” Mainly sung by elderly
women at harvest time and funeral rituals, these chants evoke

Ifugao ancient traditions and ancestral heroes.

Hudhud was conceived as a dialogue and an encounter between the
Ifugao music tradition and the Western contemporary repertoire. The
pitch and harmonic materials, drawn from Hudhud chants, blend with
structures derived from a series of 12 pitches and its transpositions or
segments of it (this work does not adopt twelve-tone techniques
though).

The main theme, that opens the work, given to double basses and
trombone I, comes from Hudhud chants and appears throughout the

Score.

The intervals that characterize this theme ( m 3, M 2", P 4™) can be
identified in many other melodic structures as well. See, for instance,

the melodic contour of violins and violas starting in m. 42.
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Short fragments of other tunes of the Cordillera tradition are quoted as

well. Examples can be found in m. 117 (piccolo and flute),
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The overlapped pitches of some of these tunes generate harmonic
structures. The chord below (strings mm. 25-40) comes from the

typical arrangement of intervals that characterize Hudhud chants:

The matrix below is the source of other materials used in this score.
Whole series, fragments of the series and the rings highlighted with

different colors were used to build motivic and harmonic structures.
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At the basis of rhythmic procedures and temporality there are
multilayered structures and in some passages families of instruments
contravene the notated meter, with the result of metric displacement.

That can be observed for instance in mm. 20-21, where the woodwinds
play in Z within meter % or in mm. 42/47, where the % pattern is given
to the strings; the same feature can be observed at the very beginning of

the work, where the percussion individually follow a different pacing: Z

for the bass drum against % meter of the snare drum. This feature was

suggested by the variety and freedom that traditional rhythms of the
Ifugao culture express. The percussion instrumentation was conceived
in a way that welcomes a replacement or integration with traditional
instruments. The same can be said about the solo flute parts present in
the score (See, for instance, m. 428).

The section ‘Con rigore, serrato,” (mm. 324- 380) drew inspiration
from the excited and vigorous rhythmic ostinatos that characterize
Ifugao dances.

This score pays homage to the heritage of the Ifugao people, through an
implicit narrative that runs through its most joyful features, but that also

expresses some of its obscure and secret aspects, as old as time itself.
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Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes (2" also English Horn)

2 Bb Clarinets (2" also Bass Clarinet)

2 Bassoons

4 F Horns

3 C Trumpets
3 Trombones
Tuba

Timpani

Percussion: Cymbals, Suspended cymbals, Tam tam (also played with a Triangle stick), Glockenspiel (also played
with a bow), Claves, Xylophone, Bass drum, 2 Hand drums (without jingles), Tambourine, Snare drum, 4 Tom

toms

Strings [12/10/8/6/4]

Percussion setup:

Score is transposed

Accidentals hold throughout the measure

D=4) Unless differently notated

Approximate duration: 15 minutes

Percussion 1
Hand drum (1), Bass drum (11), Claves (2), Xylophone (3),
Glockenspiel (4)

Percussion 2
Bass drum (11), Snare drum (10), Suspended cymbal (9),
Cymbals (8), Hand drum (1)

Percussion 3
Glockenspiel (4), Tom toms (5), Tambourine (6), Tam tam (7),
Hand drum (1)
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